
CLEARING THE AIR
2019 APCD Workshop Series

For more info, go to www.louisvilleky.gov/APCD
(502) 574-6000

6 p.m-7:30 p.m. | Louisville Free Public Library, 301 York St.

FEBRUARY 18

MARCH 18

APRIL 15

MAY 20

JUNE 17

JULY 15

AUGUST 19

SEPTEMBER 16

OCTOBER 21

NOVEMBER 18

Are you curious about the air 
you breathe, what’s in it, and 
how it’s protected?
Join us at our free monthly 
workshops and get an in-depth 
look at how we keep the air 
clean. 



CLEARING THE AIR
2019 APCD Workshop Series

Today’s workshop seeks to:

1. Briefly discuss the role federal law and local regulations play in 
protecting Louisville’s air.

2. Review Louisville’s current air quality and discuss what 
contributes to air pollution issues in our community.

3. Explore what we—as policy-makers, local government 
agencies, community organizations/groups, and 
individuals—can do to reduce our contribution to pollution in 
the air.



CLEARING THE AIR
2019 APCD Workshop Series

The APCD Workshop Series seeks to:

• Increase the community’s understanding of Louisville’s air and 
of APCD’s many functions

• EMPOWER citizens

• Provide a more informal forum for dialogue, Q&A and feedback

• Continue with community engagement efforts





Air Pollution Control District

February 18, 2019

Louisville’s Air Quality



Roadmap

▪ History

▪ Criteria Pollutants and 
Standards

▪ Air Toxics and the STAR 
Program

▪ Ongoing Efforts



Air Pollution Control

1945 – Louisville Smoke 
Commission established

1952 – Air Pollution Control District    
of Jefferson County formed

1970 – Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) established; 
Clean Air Act (CAA) amended 
to require attainment 
with National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS)

Fourth Street 1943



Air Pollution Control

1984 – Vehicle Emission Testing begins in 
Louisville

2005 – Strategic Toxic Air Reduction 
(STAR) program adopted

2018 – APCD launches Clearing the Air 
Workshop Series



The Clean Air Act of 1970

▪ EPA established to administer 
environmental laws

▪ Congress passed the Clean Air 
Act to protect air quality and 
public health

▪ The CAA requires EPA to:
▪ Identify criteria pollutants

▪ Set National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for 
the criteria pollutants 

Louisville Skyline August 1973



Louisville Metro APCD

▪ APCD is delegated authority to implement CAA in 
Louisville 

▪ APCD provides solutions for Louisville Metro 
pollution problems that require special 
understanding of local industries, geography, 
housing, and travel patterns, as well as other 
factors.





Roadmap

▪ History

▪ Criteria Pollutants and 
Standards

▪ Air Toxics and the STAR 
Program

▪ Ongoing Efforts



What contributes to poor air quality?



National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS)

▪ The Clean Air Act requires EPA to set NAAQS (40 CFR 
part 50) 

▪ EPA sets NAAQS for six principal pollutants, which are 
called “criteria” air pollutants:

▪ Carbon Monoxide

▪ Lead

▪ Particulate Matter

▪ Oxides of Nitrogen 

▪ Sulfur Dioxide

▪ Ozone



Carbon Monoxide (CO)

▪ A colorless and odorless 
gas formed when carbon in 
fuel is not burned completely

▪ Where does it come from?

▪ Gasoline engines

▪ Manufacturing facilities

▪ Burning wood

▪ Health effects:

▪ At very high levels: dizziness, 
confusion, unconsciousness




